
 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Policy 

Name of school: Bexton Primary School 

Date of review: Autumn 2021 

New review date: Autumn 2023 
 

Introduction 
The curriculum at Bexton is all of the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning, 
personal growth and development.  It includes not only the statutory requirements of the National 
Curriculum but also the wide range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich 
the children’s experiences.  It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, through which the children learn from 
the way they are treated and expected to behave.   
 
At Bexton we support children to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate 
with others whilst developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential.  Through our 
curriculum we aim to help children develop intrinsic values which will allow them to be successful and 
happy people. Our curriculum also empowers children with a rich knowledge base that will help them be 
successful in the future.  
 
At Bexton we plan our curriculum in order to promote learning, personal growth and development. We 

also place a high priority on planning engaging and authentic learning opportunities so that all children 

enjoy their learning and have the opportunity to develop their individual skills. 

We measure the success of our curriculum against these key aims: 

  

 



Ethical Enterprise 

We follow the National Curriculum and enhance the curriculum through a unique initiative called Ethical 

Enterprise, allowing us to personalise the curriculum to meet the needs of our children. Each year we 

select three key charities, through which we can educate children about local, national and global issues 

that are relevant to their lives and our community. We hope the experiences children have through this 

initiative help them to be kind and understand the world they live in in a deeper way. 

Learning Without Limits (LWL) 

We are currently working with our trust schools on a research project called ‘Learning Without Limits’ 
which is focused around using evidence into the very best teaching methods. Our aim with this project is to 
ensure all children make the very best progress and that no limits are put on children which in turn, helps 
them achieve their potential.  

 
Legal framework 

This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited to, 
the following:  
 

 The Education Act 2002 

 The Children Act 2004 

 The Equality Act 2010 

 DfE (2017) ‘Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years’  

 DfE (2013) ‘The national curriculum in England’ 

 DfE (2017) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ 

 DfE (2019) ‘School attendance’ 
 

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies: 

 Homework Policy 

 Assessment Policy  

 Equal Opportunities Policy  

 Relationships and Sex Education Policy 

 SEND Policy 
 
Curriculum Roles and Responsibilities 
The Head teacher has the responsibility for the overall leadership of the curriculum and is supported in this 
role as follows; 

 The deputy head co-ordinates the work of subject leaders, ensures that the curriculum has 
progression and appropriate coverage and monitors children’s progress in all subjects 

 There are TLR posts led by middle leaders to develop and drive key areas of the curriculum, these 
are currently English, maths, SEND, Learning Without Limits and Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL). 

 
The role of Subject leaders in leading their subject 
Subject leaders have a key role in developing and improving standards in their subject areas. Subject 
leaders have key responsibilities which include: 

 Providing strategic leadership in their subject 

 Responsibility for liaising with class teachers over the content and delivery of units of work 

 Ensuring the curriculum is inclusive and accessible to all 

 Evaluating and monitoring standards in their areas of learning by scrutinising work produced in 
their subject  



 Liaising with the senior leadership team, sharing information about quality of teaching and 
outcomes in their subject and plans for improvements 

 Monitoring the attainment and progress of all children in their subject area 

 Keeping up to date with any developments or changes within their subject and ensure class 
teachers are given timely information or professional development 

 Looking for and signposting to teachers any quality educational resources in their subject area 

 Sharing examples of excellent practice  

 Ensuring any policies needed for their subject are up to date and disseminated to staff 

 Supporting staff, especially newly qualified teachers, to develop knowledge and skills in their 
subject 

 Keeping parents up to date with relevant information in their subject area through newsletter 
articles 

 
The role of the SENCO 

 Collaborating with the head teacher and teachers to ensure the curriculum is accessible to all.  

 Ensuring teaching materials do not discriminate against anyone in line with the Equality Act 2010.  

 Carrying out SEND assessments where necessary and ensuring pupils receive the additional help 
they need. 

 Liaising with external agencies where necessary to ensure pupils who require additional support 
receive it.   

 
The role of class teachers in delivering the curriculum  

 Class teachers develop their short term, medium term and long term plans based around skills & 
knowledge coverage planned for their year group based on the National Curriculum 

 Class teachers will develop lessons that develop relevant, authentic, engaging learning experiences 

 Ensure that their lessons are inclusive and accessible to all. 

 Class teachers will plan collaboratively to ensure parity across the year group.   

 Class teachers will follow any agreed policies or guidelines regarding the teaching of subjects in the 
school’s curriculum 

 Class teachers will plan lessons that meet the needs of all the children in their class for all areas of 
the curriculum 

 Class teachers will seek to find out what the children already know when planning different areas of 
the curriculum 

 Class teachers will report to parents on the progress and attainment of children in their class in line 
with school policy 

 
English, Maths and links to the Ethical Enterprise Initiative are held on long, medium and short term plans. 
The curriculum in the Early Years is separately planned as it is not part of the National Curriculum. For 
more information about this please see the Early Years policy. 
 
The role of the Governing Body in monitoring teaching of the curriculum 
 
The Governors monitor the impact of the curriculum at committee level and at Full Governing Body 
meetings, through the termly Head Teacher’s report and reports to the committees. Many areas of the 
curriculum have ‘link’ governors and they meet regularly with subject leaders to monitor standards and 
outcomes across the curriculum. Governors should ensure they read and follow guidelines in the Visitors 
Policy and Governor Handbook.  
 
 
 
 



 
How our curriculum is delivered: 
There is a clear plan throughout the year ensuring a 
balanced approach to all subjects and specific events. 
Within each term there will be focus on that term’s 
Ethical Enterprise charity and some lessons will be 
linked to the charity.  
 
There will also be themed days or projects that will create ‘authentic experiences linked to a specific area 
of the curriculum. These events cause great excitement and wonder in our children and make a big impact 
with the children. Recent examples of whole school events are a Great Science Share, a ‘Mother Tongue 
Languages Day’ and ‘Refugee Week’. 
 
Specific Curriculum Areas 
 
English 
English is taught every day and will consist of one or more of the elements below; 
 
Reading  
Children in reception do mainly 1:1 reading sessions and Year 1 and Year 2 do small group reading sessions 
in groups, building up to some whole class reading as they move through Year 2. Year 3 continues with 
some small group sessions and a gradual increase of whole class reading sessions. By Year 4 most children 
are taught reading through whole class sessions.  
 
In reception and KS1 the children access a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts as well as those purely 
aimed at reinforcing their phonics. In Year 3 the children continue to have a selection of banded books and 
are gradually introduced to books that have been grouped into the accelerated reader number ranges 
which continues up to Year 6. Each term children sit an online reading assessment called ‘Star Reading’ 
which gives them the number range they can choose books from. Class teachers also carefully monitor the 
children’s reading diet and support them in accessing books to engage and develop their reading. Class 
teachers keep careful records of children’s reading through a home-school diary and a class record in KS2.  
 
We use of the 'Hooked on Books' programme across the school to teach skills to develop children’s 
comprehension of texts.  This will be progressive across the school. It includes: 
 

 'Book Talk' is where children read aloud to a group and explore ideas. Their talk scaffolds and 
structures children’s thinking and deepens their understanding. In the session children are given 
three in-depth questions from a 'Reading Rainbow' to answer orally with their partner/group.  One 
or two children report back to the class and the quality of the answer is discussed.  

 ‘Whole class text’ is where a high quality text is shared with the whole class. This can be a mixture 
of narratives, non-fiction and poems. The teacher will model and share ideas from a sentence, 
developing children’s understanding of the meaning.  

 ‘Demonstration Comprehension' is where the teacher models the answers to questions, again from 
the 'Reading Rainbow' in response to a piece of text. Children then independently apply their 
understanding by answering questions related to the text.  
 

Children are also regularly provided with the chance to practise comprehension test technique questions. 
In KS2, children who require further support, read individually with an adult and/or as part of a small 
group. Children are also given the opportunity to read for pleasure and are encouraged to use the school 
library, the reading bus or bring books from home, to enjoy silently by themselves. 
 
 



Phonics/ spelling 
 
We use the Floppy’s Phonics programme to teach phonics. Floppy’s Phonics is a rigorous, systematic 
phonics teaching programme for early reading and writing success. We start the programme in EYFS 
(nursery & reception) and teach daily lessons across key stage 1. During the lessons the children use online 
interactive resources, workbooks and reading books. Please see the Floppy’s Phonics page on our school 
website for more information. 
 
In KS2 Spelling we currently use the Jane Considine Spelling Rainbow to support children’s progression in 
spelling. There are daily spelling sessions in all KS2 classes. 
 
Vocabulary is taught explicitly in KS2.  This varies from topic and science related words used more in 
writing than in speech (Tier 2).  Children are encouraged to use the words they have learned in their 
writing too. 
 
Writing 
Writing lessons are linked to a class text, poetry, film clips or a wider curriculum topic. We use Jane 
Considine Write Stuff materials to support teacher’s planning. Teachers choose from a variety of fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry plans, ensuring that we cover all the objectives from the National Curriculum. 
Teachers can also plan their own units of work, using the structure of the example unit plans. Books are 
chosen that challenge and inspire the children’s writing. Teachers plan writing opportunities inspired by 
texts and will regularly use examples from the text to model writing. Writing lessons will also include 
activities to give children experiences to write about, opportunities to plan their writing, teachers 
modelling writing with a sentence stacking approach, ensuring writing of a higher standard and time for 
children to evaluate and improve their writing.  
 
English skills are continually assessed by teachers observing children in lessons. A standardised test is used 
each term to support the assessment of reading. Termly, teachers meet to moderate writing standards 
across their year groups and look at the next steps for their classes. There are also annual trust moderation 
sessions for every year group, led by official moderators. 
 
Mathematics 
Children will have a mathematics lesson every day. We follow the ‘White Rose’ scheme of work for maths 
and supplement this with other resources to support teaching. Children are given longer to master skills in 
number and place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, fractions (including decimals 
and percentages), geometry, statistics, ratio and proportion. At Bexton we put a strong focus on children 
being fluent in all of these areas so that they have a good knowledge base for applying these skills in 
problem solving and reasoning tasks. To further embed skills there is a morning maths session (each 
morning as the children arrive at school) which will consolidate skills from previous weeks.  
 
In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes have an addition maths 
session per day called ‘mastering number.’ These sessions aim to 
secure firm foundations in the development of good number 
sense for all children so that they have mastered fluency in 
calculation and a confidence and flexibility with number. 
 
Maths skills are assessed by teachers in lessons and through a 
mixture of standardised and paper based tests. Teachers input 
their judgements each term into Insight Tracking.  
 
 
 



 
 
Science 
The science curriculum is broken into two strands; working scientifically and 
scientific knowledge.  Working scientifically includes observing over time, 
noticing patterns, grouping and classifying, carrying out fair tests and finding 
out things using secondary sources of information. The areas of science 
children will learn about during their time at Bexton is: 
 

The progression of learning through a unit of work is broken down into a knowledge organiser which sets 
out the key information the children will learn during a half term. Children will also learn about a diverse 
range of scientists. Science is assessed through observations and teacher assessment against subject end 
points found in the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
Physical Education (PE) 
Children have two PE sessions per week. This will include an outdoor and an 
indoor session. Most PE sessions are taught by the class teacher. Teachers use 
Twinkl Move to support the planning and delivery of physical education. 
 
Last year and this year we taught swimming skills to all children in KS2 with a pop-up swimming pool which 
is on site for two weeks in the summer term. Children are also encouraged to take part in extra-curricular 

sporting events, including competitive competitions with local schools. Teachers assess children’s PE skills 
through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found in the scheme of work and 
the medium term plans.  
 

History 
Teachers follow the school’s own scheme of work for history lessons and the following units of work are 
taught. The progression of learning through a unit of work is broken down into a knowledge organiser 
which sets out the key information the children will learn during a half term. 

 
Teachers assess history through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found in 
the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 



 
Geography 
Teachers follow the school’s own geography scheme of work to ensure coverage of age appropriate skills 
in geography lessons. Children will be taught a balance of skills and knowledge in geography, e.g. fieldwork 
skills including using maps, atlases, globes or digital/ computer mapping and being able to use a compass. 
As well as this, children will engage in measuring and observing physical features along with studying the 
impact humans make on the geography of the planet. Children will also be taught about different locations 
and places throughout the world. 

 
Teachers assess history through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found in 
the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
Design & Technology (DT) 
Teachers use Kapow as a scheme to support their planning and delivery of Design and Technology. In DT 
lessons children are taught to design, make and evaluate. They are taught skills in cooking and nutrition, 
construction, mechanics and electronics and investigate how different materials fit together to make 
models. 

 
Teachers assess design & technology through observations and teacher assessment against subject end 
points found in the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
Computing 
Teachers follow the Kapow scheme of work to teach the computing curriculum. This is broken into:  

 Computer science- learning about hardware, networks and representation, computational thinking 
and programming 

 Information technology- learning how to using software, internet searches, data and wider use of 
technology. 

 Digital literacy- learning about logging in and out of accounts, creating strong passwords, staying 
safe online, knowing what to do when something online makes them upset or uncomfortable, 
knowing what information to share and what information is trustworthy.  

 
Teachers assess computing through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found 
in the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
 
 
 



Art 
Teachers follow the school’s own scheme of work for art. In art lessons children are taught to develop their 
ideas through exploration and experimentation in their sketchbooks. They are taught skills in painting, 
collage, sculpture, drawing, textiles and printing. They also learn about and take inspiration from great 
(classical and modern) artists and designers.  

 

 
Teachers assess art through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found in the 
scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
 
 
 
 



Music 
Teachers follow the Charanga scheme of work to support 
them in delivering music lessons. Children are taught to 
listen and appraise music and to perform and share their 
musical skills. In both Key stage 1 and 2 this is done 
through whole class musical activities and in addition, in 
Key stage 2, children learn to play the recorder, the violin 
and the ukulele. Some music lessons are taught by specialist music teachers. Children also learn about a 
wide variety of musicians and composers. 

 
Teachers assess music through observations and teacher assessment against subject end points found in 
the scheme of work and the medium term plans. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages (KS2) 
We follow the Language Angel’s scheme of work for our MFL lessons. Children receive French lessons 
throughout KS2.  

 
 
Religious Education (RE) 
The school follows Cheshire East policies for teaching RE. From reception children are taught about a wide 
range of beliefs, teachings, practices and values. In reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children will learn mainly 
learn about Christianity and Judaism. In key stage 2 Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism are also introduced. 
Visitors from local churches come into talk to the children and children visit local churches. In key stage 2 
all children take part in a Christmas service at St Johns church in Knutsford to which parents and 
grandparents are invited.  
 
Personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) 
Part of the national curriculum includes PSHE lessons where everyday topics, e.g. raising awareness of 
different cultures or anti-bullying, can be addressed. The school uses ‘Jigsaw’ to plan and teach the PSHE 
curriculum. Jigsaw is a mindful approach to PSHE in a comprehensive scheme of learning. There is a lesson 
each week, which helps the teachers to focus on tailoring the lessons to their children’s needs, enjoy 
building the relationship with their class and get to know them better as unique human beings. Topics 
covered within Jigsaw are:  



 Being Me in My World 

 Celebrating Difference 

 Dreams and Goals 

 Healthy Me 

 Relationships 

 Changing Me 
 
Monitoring and review 
This policy is reviewed every two years by the headteacher and the governing board. Any changes made to 
this policy will be communicated to all members of staff and relevant stakeholders. 
This policy is due to be renewed September 2023.  


